AGENDA
Baker City Council Meeting
Tuesday, March 23, 2021
7:00 P.M. Regular Session
Council Chambers

7:00 P.M. Regular Session
1.

Call to Order Regular Session

Mayor McQuisten

2.

Pledge of Allegiance and Invocation

Councilor Alderson

3.

Roll Call

K. LaFavor

4.

Agenda Additions, Deletions, Modifications

5.

Citizen’s Participation

6.

Small Business Development Center 2020 Economic Impacts

Jeff Nelson

Information Only

7.

Golf Board History

M. Owen

Information Only

8.

Planning Department Medium City Requirements

H. Kerns

Information Only

9.

Airport Bid Award

M. Owen

Motion/Approve

10.

FAA CARES Grant Award

M. Owen

Motion/Approve

11.

Emergency Declaration Resolutions
• Resolution #3881
• Resolution #3883

J. Cannon

Motion/Approve

12.

Hospitality Business Oregon

Councilor Perry

Information Only

13.

Council Rules of Procedures

J. Cannon

Motion/Approve

14.

Council Committee Updates

Council

15.

City Manager / Director Comments

16.

City Council Comments

17.

Upcoming Agenda Items

18.

Adjourn Regular Session
Baker City operates under an EEO policy and complies with
Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and the
Americans with Disabilities Act. Assistance is available for
individuals with disabilities by calling 523-6541.

CITY OF BAKER CITY
Meeting Date: March 23, 2021
Agenda Item:
Agenda Title: SBDC Presentation
Type of Action Requested: Discussion

Resolution No.
Ordinance No.
Formal Action/Motion
Other: Information

Action Statement
Jeff Nelson, Adviser with Small Business Development Center (SBDC) and Blue Mountain
Community College request Council hear his presentation.
Background
Jeff Nelson met with City Manager Jonathan Cannon. Jeff requested an opportunity to
provide a presentation to City Council regarding SBDC. As per Rules of Council, his
presentation was placed on the Council agenda.
Recommendation
The city manager recommends the following:
1. City Council listen to the presentation by Jeff Nelson.
Suggested Motion
No Motion is applicable to this agenda item.
Prepared by:

Jonathan Cannon, City Manager

CITY OF BAKER CITY
Meeting Date: March 23, 2021
Agenda Item:
Agenda Title: Planning Department
Medium City Requirements

Resolution No.
Ordinance No.
Formal Action/Motion
Other: Information

Type of Action Requested: Discussion
Action Statement
Planning Department Holly Kerns, Planning Director request hear her presentation.
Background
Baker City has is now considered a medium sized city in the state of Oregon. Population
estimates and forecasts are determined by Portland State University Population Research
Center. The Population Research Center service to the State of Oregon began in 1956 with
the creation of the Oregon Population Estimates Program, which chartered PRC with
preparing annual population estimates for Oregon cities and counties. The Center moved to
Portland State University in 1965, and now includes the Oregon State Data Center. This
appointment added the responsibility of acting as lead state agency in working with the U.S.
Census Bureau to disseminate information at local levels. Additionally, PRC is designated as
the lead state representative in partnering with the Census Bureau through the Federal-State
Cooperative for Population Estimates (FSCPE), and as participants in the Federal-State
Cooperative for Population Projections. Baker City population is forecast for 2020 to be
10,010. https://sos.oregon.gov/blue-book/Pages/local/city-population.aspx
Analysis
As a medium sized city, Baker City must comply with legislative requirements and mandates.
Baker City is required to implement additional meetings and planning actions related to
housing, comprehensive planning, and land use. Holly Kerns, Planning Director will present
the known requirements and mandates to City Council that will be implemented in 2021.
Recommendation
The city manager recommends City Council listen to the presentation by Holly Kerns.
Suggested Motion
No Motion is applicable to this agenda item.
Prepared by:

Jonathan Cannon, City Manager

CITY OF BAKER CITY
Meeting Date: March 23, 2021
Agenda Item:
Agenda Title: Resolutions 3881 and 3883
Type of Action Requested: Motion

Resolution No.

3881, 3883

Ordinance No.
Formal Action/Motion
Other: Information

Action Statement
City Council requests review and consideration for adoption Resolution #3881: Declaring an
Economic, Mental Health and Criminal Activity Crisis due to the Current Covid-Related State
Emergency Declaration and Relating OSHA Mandates and Guidance. City staff request
Council adopts Resolution #3883: A Resolution Amending and Expanding Resolution #3861
Proclaiming a Local Public Health, Mental Health and Economic Emergency Within the City
of Baker City.
Background
On April 14th, 2020, Baker City council adopted Resolution #3861: Proclaiming a Local
Public Health Emergency within the City of Baker City. The resolution is in force until
rescinded by City Council. The resolution was adopted in response to the 2020 coronavirus
outbreak and followed emergency declarations by the Federal government as well as the
Oregon State government. On February 22, 2021, City Council discussed a desire to prepare
a Resolution providing support to small businesses and Baker City residents struggling with
COVID-19 mandates. Mayor McQuisten prepared language for the Resolution and the
language was reviewed by the city attorney to determine legal liabilities. The City’s attorney,
Dan Van Thiel, indicated he did not see any legal liabilities or legal commitments of concern.
Analysis
It has been approximately one-year since Resolution #3861 was passed. City staff has
reviewed the Resolution with consideration of the continuing COVID-19 state of emergency
declared by the President of the United States, the State of Oregon and Baker County. Staff
reviewed the Resolution considering the concerns brought forth by City Council during its
February 22, 2021, workshop. Proposed amendments and language expanding the extent
of the nature of the emergency are included in the proposed Resolution #3883.
Resolution #3883 includes additional language expanding the state of emergency to include
mental health and economic disaster. Resolution #3883 also clarifies powers and rulemaking
authority granted to the City Manager by Ordinance #3265 and reinforces the requirement
for the City Manager to acquire City Council confirmation if the need for enumerated rules
within the ordinance is invoked by the City Manager.
Resolution #3881 includes language provided by Mayor McQuisten as requested by City

Council. Resolution #3881 provides a statement from City Council expressing impacts and
concerns created by both COVID-19 and the accompanying state mandates. It also provides
actions proposed by City Council in response to the concerns.
Recommendation
The City Manager recommends City Council review and adopt Resolution #3883 as
proposed.
The City Manager recommends the following for Resolution #3881:
1. City Council review and discuss Resolution #3881 and provide staff with any
recommended modifications.
2. If City Council has no changes then a Councilor can move to adopt Resolution #3881.
Suggested Motion
Adopt Resolution #3883: A Resolution Amending and Expanding Resolution #3861
Proclaiming a local Public Health, Mental Health and Economic Emergency Within the City
of Baker City
Adopt Resolution #3881: A Resolution Declaring and Economic, Mental Health and
Criminal Activity Crisis Due to the Current Covid Related State Emergency Declaration and
Relating OSHA Mandates and Guidance
Prepared by:

Jonathan Cannon, City Manager
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RESOLUTION No. 3881

2
3
4

RESOLUTION DECLARING AN ECONOMIC, MENTAL HEALTH, AND CRIMINAL ACTIVITY
CRISIS DUE TO THE CURRENT COVID-RELATED STATE EMERGENCY DECLARATION
AND RELATING OSHA MANDATES AND GUIDANCE

5
6
7

WHEREAS, the Oregon Governor’s Executive Order 20-03: Declaration of Emergency due to
COVID-19, and all subsequent and related OSHA guidance, and present and future executive
order extensions of such are arbitrary, ineffective, and draconian; and

8
9
10
11

WHEREAS, we as a municipality have no legal ability to summarily flout these mandates,
guidelines and enforcement by OSHA, and therefore cannot protect any local business from
State-directed targeting, repercussions and penalties if such local business personally chooses
to; and

12
13

WHEREAS, we also recognize that neither city, county nor state government has the legal right
to flout the Oregon State Constitution or the United States Constitution; and

14
15

WHEREAS, we do believe our citizens are fully capable of making their private, individual
healthcare and lifestyle decisions themselves; and

16
17

WHEREAS, we recognize that COVID-19 is indeed a contagious virus and contagious viruses
do exist in the world; and

18
19

WHEREAS, science has shown over the last year that COVID-19 is overwhelmingly survivable
and lockdowns do not stop its spread; and

20
21

WHEREAS, all models and projections used to justify initial state emergency mandates have
been proven inaccurate over the past year; and

22
23

WHEREAS, our local hospital and health care system are not overwhelmed with COVID cases,
and never have been; and

24
25

WHEREAS, Baker City is obligated to adopt regulations designed to promote the public safety
and general welfare of its citizenry; and

26
27
28
29
30

WHEREAS, a majority of our local businesses directly attribute state lockdowns and OSHA
guidelines as solely responsible for their inability to earn a living or pursue other rights as
outlined in our State and U.S. Constitutions, and therefore we believe their property is being
unconstitutionally seized by government without due compensation under the auspices of
inappropriately weaponized State agencies; and

31
32

WHEREAS, businesses in Baker City are on the brink of permanent closure, creating a fiscal
emergency and a devastated local economy; and

33
34

WHEREAS, businesses in Baker City have already closed their doors permanently as a result of
the Governor’s emergency declaration; and

35
36
37
38

WHEREAS, the Governor’s lockdown and masking mandates are actively creating division and
unrest with the increased potential of physical violence within our community as those of one
opinion are encouraged by it to impose their opinions over the free will of those of another in a
physical way, and we are obligated to address and prevent crime; and

39
40
41

WHEREAS, the limited number of beds in our local County Jail is resulting in an ongoing “cite
and release” system that puts criminals straight back on the streets to further victimize our
community immediately after arrest; and

42
43
44

WHEREAS, the Governor’s mandates result in pitting local law enforcement against law-abiding
citizens rather than criminals, which damages our community’s strong relationship with our
valued local law enforcement, and which is a dynamic no community should tolerate; and

45
46

WHEREAS, deliberate isolation of the ill in hospitals or the elderly left to die alone of that
isolation is the cruelest of abuses and is not to be accepted in any civilized society; and

47
48
49

WHEREAS, it is a violation of the First Amendment of the United States Constitution for a
government to limit how our churches and citizens choose to practice their religious freedoms,
which are crucial to mental health; and

50
51
52

WHEREAS, social distancing and prolonged isolation are proven to create a number of mental
health issues such as anxiety and depression, sometimes pushing individuals over the edge
toward suicide as a last resort; and

53
54

WHEREAS, that same social distancing and prolonged isolation, combined with unemployment
and other stressors, are increasing cases of domestic abuse and violence; and

55
56

WHEREAS, we believe in the kindness, compassion, and common sense of our citizens and
businesses to help protect the most fragile and susceptible in our community;and

57
58

WHEREAS, fear is a tool of untruth, manipulation, and control - characteristics all of which do
not reflect the values of our citizenry; and finally

59
60
61
62
63
64
65
66

WHEREAS we are mindful of the sentiments of our founding fathers such as Patrick Henry who
said, “Give me liberty or give me death;” and Samuel Adams who said, “Our unalterable
resolution should be to be free;” and Thomas Jefferson who said, ““The spirit of resistance to
government is so valuable on certain occasions, that I wish it to be always kept alive,” and
““What country can preserve its liberties if its rulers are not warned from time to time that their
people preserve the spirit of resistance?”; and finally, John Adams, “But a constitution of
government once changed from freedom can never be restored. Liberty, once lost, is lost
forever”;

67
68
69

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that we declare an economic, mental health, and
crime crisis due to the current COVID-related State Emergency Declaration and related OSHA
mandates and guidances, as a means of loudly and symbolically supporting our citizenry; and

70
71
72

BE IT RESOLVED, the City will communicate in writing with the Governor’s Office to encourage
the full opening of our city and county, recategorization to low-population status, or
suggesting other means necessary to give our citizens relief from these mandates; and

73
74
75

BE IT RESOLVED, the City will support upcoming legislation, dependent upon its
straightforward and unharmful wording, which provides reparations to business owners who
have had their businesses and income taken without compensation; and

76
77
78

BE IT RESOLVED, the City will support future statewide ballot initiatives that limit the duration
and extent of Governor’s emergency powers, which may create similar lockdown scenarios
during future emergencies, natural disasters, and pandemics; and

79
80

BE IT RESOLVED, the City will share this resolution with other Oregon cities, counties, and
media outlets in the hope those entities will also speak more loudly; and

81
82
83

BE IT RESOLVED the City recognizes the citizenry of Baker City are free, sovereign individuals
within a Constitutional, Representative Republic, not subjects or slaves, and will be recognized
as such as we firmly stand to represent them.

84
85
86
87
88

PASSED by the City Council of the City of Baker City, Oregon and signed by the Mayor of Baker City,
Oregon, this 23rd day of April, 2021.
SIGNED: ___________________
_____
Mayor
ATTEST: _______________________________
City Recorder

Resolution No. 3883
A RESOLUTION AMENDING AND EXPANDING RESOLUTION NO. 3861 PROCLAIMING A LOCAL PUBLIC
HEALTH, MENTAL HEALTH, AND ECONOMIC EMERGENCY WITHIN THE CITY OF BAKER CITY

WHEREAS, in March 2020, the governor of the state of Oregon, the World Health Organization, the
president of the United states, and the Baker County commissioners declared a state of an emergency
due to the COVID-19 outbreak; and
WHEREAS, businesses in Baker City have closed or are at threat of permanent closure, creating a fiscal
emergency and a devastated local economy; and
WHEREAS, isolation of the ill in hospitals, the elderly left to die alone, prolonged social distancing of
individuals, closures of social activities including civic organizations and churches has resulted in
increased suicide, anxiety, stress, domestic abuse, anger, and violence; and
WHEREAS, the City still continues to modify operations as the COVID-19 pandemic runs its course and
requires flexibility to address changes to its normal operations.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED the City Council of the City of Baker City, Oregon approves
Resolution No. 3883, a Resolution amending and expanding resolution no. 3861 proclaiming a local
public health, mental health, and economic emergency; and
BE IT RESOLVED the city manager is empowered as provided in Baker City Ordinance No. 3265 to
execute all emergency functions; and rule-making authority with City Council confirmation as required
by Ordinance No. 3265.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this Resolution be in effect until rescinded by the Baker City Council.
PASSED by the City Council of the City of Baker City, Oregon and signed by the Mayor of Baker City,
Oregon, this 23rd day of April, 2021.
SIGNED: ___________________
Mayor
ATTEST: _______________________________
City Recorder

_____

CITY OF BAKER CITY
Meeting Date: March 23, 2021
Agenda Item:
Agenda Title: Hospitality Business in
Oregon

Resolution No.
Ordinance No.
Formal Action/Motion
Other: Information

Type of Action Requested: Discussion
Action Statement
Councilor Perry wishes to discuss with Council correspondence she received from a citizen.
Background
Councilor Perry received an email from Tyler Brown regarding Hospitality Business. The
mail also has a link to an article which can be found here:
https://www.qualityinfo.org/-/oregon-s-leisure-and-hospitality-industry

Recommendation
The city manager recommends Council review the email.
Suggested Motion
No Motion is applicable to this agenda item.
Prepared by:

Jonathan Cannon, City Manager

citymanager@bakercity.com
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

lperry@bakercity.com
Tuesday, March 16, 2021 5:37 PM
'Councilor Kerry McQuisten'; citymanager@bakercity.com.
FW: Hospitality Business in Oregon

From: Tyler Brown <tylerbrown@barleybrowns.com>
Sent: Tuesday, March 9, 2021 12:14 PM
To: Lynette Perry <lperry@bakercity.com>
Subject: Hospitality Business in Oregon

Hi Lynette,
This attached report from the Oregon Employment Office shows how bad the Hospitality business in
Oregon has been damaged by the Covid Pandemic.
As you know, our company typically employs more than 50 people directly, and as of right now we
have less than 1/3 of that number of people. I'm sure that businesses similar to ours are seeing the
same.
Besides our direct employees, we've also had to stop booking and paying musicians which removes
that money from our community because we hire a lot of local bands. Our beer distributors have cut
their sales team numbers because of the large number of bar and restaurant accounts that have
closed. We've lost 2 of our Washington State Distribution deals, because of no activity for over a year.
Baker County's Leisure and Hospitality businesses are hurting.
The reason that I volunteer to serve on the Economic Development Board, and the TLT board is
because I deeply care about the hospitality industry in Baker County. We have a tremendous amount
of rebuilding to do as the covid restrictions let up.
In 2019 there were 770 jobs in Baker County that are directly impacted by the visitor industry and
tourism, this is one of the biggest industries in the County.
Can you tell me if the City, or City Council has had any discussions or made any action to help Baker
City's hospitality partners?
Have you discussed discounting water and sewer rates for restaurants and lodging businesses or
perhaps the employees that are furloughed? Ontario did something along those lines.
Baker City directly received $181,057.84 in alcohol revenue for fiscal year 19/20 (The total for all of
Baker County was $302,034.00). Alcohol producers such as Barley Brown's, Copper Belt, and Rain
Barrel Cider all write monthly checks to that fund, every liquor license also contributes every time we
buy liquor from the OLCC liquor store.

1

While that money needs to go directly to the general fund to help support our city and its services, it's
also important to remember that the City directly makes money from the manufacturing and sale of
alcoholic beverages, and the more we sell to tourists the better we all do.
Hope this finds you well,
Tyler

Oregon’s Leisure and Hospitality Industry - Article Display Content - Quality Info

Oregon’s Leisure and Hospitality Industry - Article
Display Content - Qu...
Oregon’s Leisure and Hospitality Industry by ...
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CITY OF BAKER CITY
Meeting Date: March 23, 2021
Agenda Item:
Agenda Title: Council Rules of Procedure
Type of Action Requested: Motion

Resolution No.
Ordinance No.
Formal Action/Motion
Other: Information

Action Statement
City staff request Council adopt Council Rules of Procedure.
Background
The City Charter, Chapter 5, The Council, Section 16, Meetings; indicates the City Council
shall adopt written rules for the government of its members and proceedings. At the regular
meeting of council on March 09, 2021 staff provided recommendations to Council regarding
their Rules of Procedure and requested clarification on specific sections of the Rules of
Procedure. Council provided clarification on most sections. Three draft versions of the rules
of Procedure are provided to Council for review and consideration.
Analysis
Staff have incorporated the Council recommendations from its March 9, 2021 meeting. At the
meeting, Council asked staff to bring multiple versions of the rules back to Council for review.
Three drafts of the Council rules are provided to Council in the packet. All revisions
recommended by Council are incorporated into the proposed Drafts.
Staff incorporated the Council recommendations to the Rules as follows:
1. Section 4: Agenda – All three drafts include
a. Method for urgent items to be included on an agenda as determined by the City
Manager, Mayor, or Acting Mayor (when functioning in the capacity of Acting
Mayor).
2. Section 7: Meeting Management, Item 4 – All three drafts include
a. Variable length of allotted time per citizen participant chart based on total
number of participants.
3. Section 9: Social Media – All three drafts include
a. Reserved for future use.
4. Section 11: Support
a. Draft 1 – includes “Each member should support the collective decisionmaking of the Council.”
b. Draft 2 – includes “Each member should respect the collective decisionmaking of the Council.”
c. Draft 3 – strikes the section from the Rules.

Recommendation
The city manager recommends the following:
1. City Council review the three drafts as provided.
2. City Council selects one of the three drafts for adoption.
3. City Council motions and votes to adopt Council Rules of Procedure.
The City Manager recommends City Council adopt Draft 3 of the Council Rules of Procedure.
Suggested Motion
Councilor _________ moves to adopt Draft No. ___ of Resolution 3882 titled AMENDING
AND RESTATING CITY COUNCIL RULES FOR THE GOVERNMENT OF ITS MEMBERS
AND PROCEEDINGS.
Prepared by:

Jonathan Cannon, City Manager

DRAFT OPTION 1 – FOR REVIEW ONLY
RESOLUTION 3882
AMENDING AND RESTATING CITY COUNCIL RULES FOR THE GOVERNMENT OF
ITS MEMBERS AND PROCEEDINGS

Formatted: BC Title, Left

Short Title: Council Rules of Procedure
WHEREAS the Baker City Charter Chapter V, The Council, Section 16 Meetings
requires City Council to adopt written rules for the government of its members and
proceedings.
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED the Baker City Council adopts the following Rules for
the Government of its Members and Proceedings.
SECTION 1: PURPOSE
The general purpose of these Council rules of procedure is to ensure that meetings are
run efficiently and according to simple, democratic principles, and to facilitate progress
while protecting the fundamental rights of the majority rule, as well as the right of the
minority to be heard.
SECTION 2: DEFINITIONS
Terms within this document shall have meanings as follows:
Reserved for future use.
SECTION 3: SCHEDULE
Regular Council meetings shall be held on the second and fourth Tuesdays of each
month as set by Resolution.
SECTION 4: AGENDA
All meetings of Council should have an agenda.
Proposed Agenda Items for Regular Council Meetings: Proposed agenda items shall be
presented to the City Manager before noon on Wednesday before the Tuesday Council
meeting.
Eligible Agenda Items for Regular Council Meetings: The City Manager shall determine
if a proposed agenda item qualifies as an eligible agenda item. Eligible agenda items
shall include a sponsor, preferred meeting for consideration, and brief explanation of the
agenda item. Sponsors include and are limited to the Mayor, a City Councilor, or the
City Manager. The City Manager shall prepare a list of eligible agenda items. The list
shall be provided to Council at the Tuesday Council meeting. The list is reviewed as the
final agenda item before adjournment of the meeting unless Council determines
otherwise. Council should review the list and provide staff instructions as follows:
1. Which future agenda each eligible agenda item is to be included.
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2. What, if any, specific Specific information is as desired for inclusion on the staff
report.
Council recognizes some agenda items are urgent and cannot follow the process
outlined above for proposed and eligible agenda items. The City Manager, Mayor, or
Acting Mayor (when functioning in the position of Acting Mayor and not as Councilor)
have discretion to add Urgent agenda items to any Regular or Special Called Meeting of
City Council.

Commented [JC1]: Councilor Spriet indicated he would
like all eligible agenda items to be included on an agenda.
This wording would need to be changed to include
instructions that Council give all agenda items a date for a
hearing. This would not mean that somebody at that
particular agenda would not be able to move to remove it
from the agenda and garnish votes to accomplish that.

Agendas for Regular Council Meetings: The agenda shall be distributed to Council and
posted on the city website by Friday afternoon after the previous Tuesday Council
meeting.
Council Packets for Regular Council Meetings: The Council Packet shall be distributed
to Council and posted on the city website by Friday afternoon before the Tuesday
Council meeting.
Agenda Items: All agenda items should have a staff report accompanying the agenda
with a City Manager opinion.
Regular Council Meetings should have at minimum agenda items as follows:
1. The invocation is part of the Council Agenda. It should follow the guidelines set
forth in Exhibit A, attached hereto and by this reference made a part thereof.
2. An agenda item titled “Agenda additions, deletions, modifications” should be
included.

Commented [JC2]: Please review the method by which
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3. Future agenda items.
SECTION 5: MEETING PROCEDURES

Formatted: Underline

1. Any meeting of the Council may be continued or adjourned from day-to-day, or
for more than one day, but no adjournment shall be for a longer period than until
the next regular meeting.
2. In case of the absence of the Mayor and the Acting-Mayor of the Council, the
Recorder shall call the Council to order and call the roll of the members. If a
quorum is found to be present the Council shall proceed to elect, by majority vote
of those present, a chair of the meeting, to sit until either the Mayor or ActingMayor of the Council appears.
SECTION 6: MEETINGS BY ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATIONS
1. Meetings by Means of telephone or electronic communication. In an effort to
encourage City Councilors to be physically present at meetings of the City
Council of the City of Baker City, the City Council has determined that an elected
official may not attend a meeting by telephone or electronic communication
except during a time that a declared emergency exists in Baker City as a result of
a State, Federal or Local proclamation.

Page | 2 City Council Rules for the Government of its Members and Proceedings

Formatted: Underline

DRAFT OPTION 1 – FOR REVIEW ONLY
a. “Electronic communication” means a teleconference or any other means
that enables identifiable voices or other transmissions (such as Skype,
Google Video, teleconference, etc.) to be received from any location and
enables concurrent ability to communicate with the member who is not
physically present.
b. “Meeting” means the convening of a governing body of a public body for
which a quorum is required in order to make a decision or to deliberate
toward a decision on any matter. “Meeting” does not include any on-site
inspection of any project or program. “Meeting” also does not include the
attendance of members of a governing body at any national, regional or
state association to which the public body or the members belong.
SECTION 7: MEETING MANAGEMENT
1. The presiding officer shall preserve decorum and decide all questions of order,
subject to appeal to Council.
a. During Council meeting, council member shall preserve order and
decorum and shall neither by conversation nor otherwise delay or interrupt
the proceedings nor refuse to obey the orders of the presiding officer or
the rules of the Council. Every councilor desiring to speak shall address
the chair and, upon recognition by the presiding officer, shall confine
comments to the question under debate and shall avoid all personalities
and indecorous language. Every Councilor desiring to question the
administrative staff shall address the question to the City Manager who
shall be entitled either to answer the question themself or so designate
some members of their staff for that purpose. A Councilor once
recognized shall not be interrupted while speaking unless called to order
by the presiding officer, unless a point of order is raised by another
member or unless the speaker chooses to yield questions from another
member. If a Councilor is called to order while speaking the Councilor
shall immediately cease speaking until the question of order is
determined. If ruled to be in order, the Councilor shall be permitted to
proceed. If ruled to not be in order, the Councilor shall remain silent or
shall alter the remarks so as to comply with the rules of the Council. All
members of the Council shall accord the utmost courtesy to each other, to
city employees, and to public members appearing before the Council and
shall refrain at all times from rude or derogatory remarks, reflections as to
integrity, abusive comments, and statements as to motive and
personalities. Councilors shall confine their questions as to the particular
matters before the Council and in debate shall confine their remarks to the
issues before Council.
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b. Public members attending Council meetings shall also observe the same
rules of propriety, decorum, and good conduct applicable to members of
the Council. Unauthorized remarks from the audience, stamping of feet,
whistles, yells and similar demonstrations are not permitted. Every
member of the public desiring to speak shall address the presiding officer,
and upon recognition by the presiding officer, shall confine comments to
the question under debate.
c. If any person refuses to abide by the rules of conduct specified above, and
in the judgement of the presiding officer, the meeting cannot be conducted
effectively and efficiently in the presence of the offending person(s), the
presiding officer, shall inform the person(s) that they are in violation of
Resolution #3407#3882, Section 57, and that they are directed to leave
the council chambers. Further, the presiding officer shall inform the
person(s) that failure to leave the chambers may result in criminal charges
for trespass and that, if necessary, the person(s) will be arrested and
forcibly removed from the chambers by a law enforcement official.
2. Enforcement: The Chief of Police (or his or her representative) shall act as exofficio sergeant-at-arms of the Council when present. The sergeant-at-arms shall
carry out lawful orders and instructions of the presiding officer, strictly for the
purposes of maintaining order and decorum in the Council meeting. Upon
instructions of the presiding officer it shall be the duty of the sergeant-at-arms or
any police officer present to remove from the meeting any person deemed by the
presiding officer to be in violation of Resolution #3407#3882 and subsequently in
violation of a criminal statute.

Commented [JC3]: Update to current resolution number.

3. In accordance with Charter section 22(c) (12), the City Manager or his or her
designee shall ensure that the public’s use of all other city property during
Council meetings is consistent with Resolution #3407#3882 to the extent
necessary to maintain the order and decorum of the Council meeting.
4. Citizen Participation: Each citizen wishing to speak during the meeting shall be
given time to speak based on the following schedule:
Total number of citizens wishing to
speak on sign up sheet.
1-10
11-20
>20

Total minutes allotted per citizen
4
3
2

a. Regardless of topic citizens shall be given the opportunity to speak during
the meeting and are included in an Agenda item entitled “Citizens
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Participation”. Citizens should sign the provided sign-up sheet before
speaking.
b. During each agenda Item citizens shall be given an opportunity to speak
at the beginning of the agenda item. Citizens should sign the provided
sign-up sheet before speaking.
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3.5.
The City Attorney shall provide any member of the Council an oral or
written opinion to decide any question of the law, with the approval of the
Council, but not to decide upon any parliamentary rules; however, the City
Attorney may advise the presiding officer on parliamentary matters.
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4.6.
When recognized by the chair a member shall confine discussion to the
question under debate, avoid personalities, and refrain from impugning the
motives of any other member’s argument or vote. No member shall address the
chair or demand the floor while any vote is being taken.
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5.7.
No member stopped from voting by personal interest shall remain seated
with the Council during the debate or vote on any such matter.
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6.8.
Any member may appeal to the Council from a ruling of the presiding
officer. If the appeal is seconded, the member making the appeal may briefly
state the reason for the same, and the presiding officer may briefly explain the
ruling; but there shall be no debate on the appeal, and no other member shall
participate in the discussion. The presiding officer shall then put the question,
“Shall the decision of the chair be sustained?” If a majority of the voters present
vote “Aye”, the ruling of the chair is sustained; otherwise it is overruled.
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7.9.
No member shall be allowed to speak more than once upon any one
subject until every other member choosing to speak thereon shall have spoken.
Nor shall a member speak for a longer time that ten minutes without leave of
Council.
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8.10.
Every member present when a question is put to vote, shall vote either
“YEA” or “NAY” by raise of hand, unless Council shall, for special reason, excuse
a member from voting. Application to be excused from voting must be made
before votes are called for. The member having briefly stated the reason for the
request, the decision thereon shall be made without debate.
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9.11.
Upon demand of any member made before the negative has been put out,
the roll shall be called for yeas and nays upon any question before the Council.
It shall not be in order for members to explain their vote during the roll call.
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10.12.
City Councilors occupy positions of public trust. All business transactions
of such officials dealing in any manner with public funds, either directly or
indirectly, must be subject to the scrutiny of public opinion both as to the legality
and to the propriety of such transactions.
11.13.
When a motion is made and seconded, it shall be stated by the chair
before debate. Any member may demand that it be put in writing. A motion may
not be withdrawn by the mover without the consent of the member seconding it
and the approval of Council.
SECTION 8: BOARD AND COMMISSION APPOINTMENTS
Elections and appointments to city boards and commissions shall be governed by the
following procedure:
1. An open public roster for nominees to appointive positions shall be
maintained at City Hall. Interested citizens may register for any position at
any time during the year.
2. When a vacancy occurs on any board or commission the public shall be
informed of such vacancy along with an explanation of the duties and
functions of the particular board or commission. All interested citizens shall
be encouraged to register at City Hall before a stated closing date.
3. At the first Council meeting after the stated closing date the City Manager
shall present the names and application packets of all persons who have so
registered to the Council. These persons will be screened by the City
Manager prior to the meeting as to availability to serve.
4. The names so submitted by the City Manager shall be considered as being
placed in nomination. Nominations would be closed at the meeting and
positions would then be voted on.
5. If more than one position is to be filled on a single board or commission, each
Councilor shall cast a ballot containing the same number of votes as there are
vacant positions. The highest vote getters shall be considered appointed
providing they receive the majority of Councilors present and voting. If the
first ballot does not affect the appointment of persons to fill all vacancies, the
Council shall vote again and each Councilor shall cast the same number of
votes as there are remaining positions to be filled. Again, the highest vote
getters equal to the number of positions to be filled shall be appointed
provided each receives a majority vote of the Councilors present and voting.
Voting shall continue in this manner until all vacant positions are filled. At the
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discretion of the Council, any vacant position can be re-posted for acceptance
of new applications with appointment to be made at a later meeting.
SECTION 9: SOCIAL MEDIA
Reserved for future use.

Formatted: No underline

SECTION 10: SUSPENSION OF RULES
These rules may be temporarily suspended upon a determination of two-thirds of
Councilors present that an emergency exists and such suspension is therefore
necessary.
SECTION 11: COUNCIL SUPPORT

Formatted: BC Body Text, Indent: Left: 0"

Each member should support the collective decision-making of the Council.

Commented [JC5]: What does support mean in this
statement?

SECTION 12: REPEAL
This resolution repeals and replaces Resolutions No. 3407,3655,3715, and 3860
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EXHIBIT A
INVOCATION GUIDELINES
1. Invocations are given at the beginning of regularly scheduled meetings.
2. Scheduling of persons to lead invocations shall be done by the Mayor or such
person as the Mayor may appoint from time to time.
3. Recommendations by individual Council Members for guests to lead invocations
may be submitted to the Mayor.
4. Invocations should be brief. An inspirational, non-partisan selection is
appropriate.
5. Religious and cultural diversity is appreciated.
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RESOLUTION 3882
AMENDING AND RESTATING CITY COUNCIL RULES FOR THE GOVERNMENT OF
ITS MEMBERS AND PROCEEDINGS
Short Title: Council Rules of Procedure
WHEREAS the Baker City Charter Chapter V, The Council, Section 16 Meetings
requires City Council to adopt written rules for the government of its members and
proceedings.
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED the Baker City Council adopts the following Rules for
the Government of its Members and Proceedings.
SECTION 1: PURPOSE
The general purpose of these Council rules of procedure is to ensure that meetings are
run efficiently and according to simple, democratic principles, and to facilitate progress
while protecting the fundamental rights of the majority rule, as well as the right of the
minority to be heard.
SECTION 2: DEFINITIONS
Terms within this document shall have meanings as follows:
Reserved for future use.
SECTION 3: SCHEDULE
Regular Council meetings shall be held on the second and fourth Tuesdays of each
month as set by Resolution.
SECTION 4: AGENDA
All meetings of Council should have an agenda.
Proposed Agenda Items for Regular Council Meetings: Proposed agenda items shall be
presented to the City Manager before noon on Wednesday before the Tuesday Council
meeting.
Eligible Agenda Items for Regular Council Meetings: The City Manager shall determine
if a proposed agenda item qualifies as an eligible agenda item. Eligible agenda items
shall include a sponsor, preferred meeting for consideration, and brief explanation of the
agenda item. Sponsors include and are limited to the Mayor, a City Councilor, or the
City Manager. The City Manager shall prepare a list of eligible agenda items. The list
shall be provided to Council at the Tuesday Council meeting. The list is reviewed as the
final agenda item before adjournment of the meeting unless Council determines
otherwise. Council should review the list and provide staff instructions as follows:
1. Which future agenda each eligible agenda item is to be included.
2. Specific information as desired for inclusion on the staff report.
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Council recognizes some agenda items are urgent and cannot follow the process
outlined above for proposed and eligible agenda items. The City Manager, Mayor, or
Acting Mayor (when functioning in the position of Acting Mayor and not as Councilor)
have discretion to add Urgent agenda items to any Regular or Special Called Meeting of
City Council.
Agendas for Regular Council Meetings: The agenda shall be distributed to Council and
posted on the city website by Friday afternoon after the previous Tuesday Council
meeting.
Council Packets for Regular Council Meetings: The Council Packet shall be distributed
to Council and posted on the city website by Friday afternoon before the Tuesday
Council meeting.
Agenda Items: All agenda items should have a staff report accompanying the agenda
with a City Manager opinion.
Regular Council Meetings should have at minimum agenda items as follows:
1. The invocation is part of the Council Agenda. It should follow the guidelines set
forth in Exhibit A, attached hereto and by this reference made a part thereof.
2. An agenda item titled “Agenda additions, deletions, modifications” should be
included.
3. Future agenda items.
SECTION 5: MEETING PROCEDURES
1. Any meeting of the Council may be continued or adjourned from day-to-day, or
for more than one day, but no adjournment shall be for a longer period than until
the next regular meeting.
2. In case of the absence of the Mayor and the Acting-Mayor of the Council, the
Recorder shall call the Council to order and call the roll of the members. If a
quorum is found to be present the Council shall proceed to elect, by majority vote
of those present, a chair of the meeting, to sit until either the Mayor or ActingMayor of the Council appears.
SECTION 6: MEETINGS BY ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATIONS
1. Meetings by Means of telephone or electronic communication. In an effort to
encourage City Councilors to be physically present at meetings of the City
Council of the City of Baker City, the City Council has determined that an elected
official may not attend a meeting by telephone or electronic communication
except during a time that a declared emergency exists in Baker City as a result of
a State, Federal or Local proclamation.
a. “Electronic communication” means a teleconference or any other means
that enables identifiable voices or other transmissions (such as Skype,
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Google Video, teleconference, etc.) to be received from any location and
enables concurrent ability to communicate with the member who is not
physically present.
b. “Meeting” means the convening of a governing body of a public body for
which a quorum is required in order to make a decision or to deliberate
toward a decision on any matter. “Meeting” does not include any on-site
inspection of any project or program. “Meeting” also does not include the
attendance of members of a governing body at any national, regional or
state association to which the public body or the members belong.
SECTION 7: MEETING MANAGEMENT
1. The presiding officer shall preserve decorum and decide all questions of order,
subject to appeal to Council.
a. During Council meeting, council member shall preserve order and
decorum and shall neither by conversation nor otherwise delay or interrupt
the proceedings nor refuse to obey the orders of the presiding officer or
the rules of the Council. Every councilor desiring to speak shall address
the chair and, upon recognition by the presiding officer, shall confine
comments to the question under debate and shall avoid all personalities
and indecorous language. Every Councilor desiring to question the
administrative staff shall address the question to the City Manager who
shall be entitled either to answer the question themself or so designate
some members of their staff for that purpose. A Councilor once
recognized shall not be interrupted while speaking unless called to order
by the presiding officer, unless a point of order is raised by another
member or unless the speaker chooses to yield questions from another
member. If a Councilor is called to order while speaking the Councilor
shall immediately cease speaking until the question of order is
determined. If ruled to be in order, the Councilor shall be permitted to
proceed. If ruled to not be in order, the Councilor shall remain silent or
shall alter the remarks so as to comply with the rules of the Council. All
members of the Council shall accord the utmost courtesy to each other, to
city employees, and to public members appearing before the Council and
shall refrain at all times from rude or derogatory remarks, reflections as to
integrity, abusive comments, and statements as to motive and
personalities. Councilors shall confine their questions as to the particular
matters before the Council and in debate shall confine their remarks to the
issues before Council.
b. Public members attending Council meetings shall also observe the same
rules of propriety, decorum, and good conduct applicable to members of
the Council. Unauthorized remarks from the audience, stamping of feet,
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whistles, yells and similar demonstrations are not permitted. Every
member of the public desiring to speak shall address the presiding officer,
and upon recognition by the presiding officer, shall confine comments to
the question under debate.
c. If any person refuses to abide by the rules of conduct specified above, and
in the judgement of the presiding officer, the meeting cannot be conducted
effectively and efficiently in the presence of the offending person(s), the
presiding officer, shall inform the person(s) that they are in violation of
Resolution #3882, Section 7, and that they are directed to leave the
council chambers. Further, the presiding officer shall inform the person(s)
that failure to leave the chambers may result in criminal charges for
trespass and that, if necessary, the person(s) will be arrested and forcibly
removed from the chambers by a law enforcement official.
2. Enforcement: The Chief of Police (or his or her representative) shall act as exofficio sergeant-at-arms of the Council when present. The sergeant-at-arms shall
carry out lawful orders and instructions of the presiding officer, strictly for the
purposes of maintaining order and decorum in the Council meeting. Upon
instructions of the presiding officer it shall be the duty of the sergeant-at-arms or
any police officer present to remove from the meeting any person deemed by the
presiding officer to be in violation of Resolution #3882 and subsequently in
violation of a criminal statute.
3. In accordance with Charter section 22(c) (12), the City Manager or his or her
designee shall ensure that the public’s use of all other city property during
Council meetings is consistent with Resolution #3882 to the extent necessary to
maintain the order and decorum of the Council meeting.
4. Citizen Participation: Each citizen wishing to speak during the meeting shall be
given time to speak based on the following schedule:
Total number of citizens wishing to
speak on sign up sheet.
1-10
11-20
>20

Total minutes allotted per citizen
4
3
2

a. Regardless of topic citizens shall be given the opportunity to speak during
the meeting and are included in an Agenda item entitled “Citizens
Participation”. Citizens should sign the provided sign-up sheet before
speaking.
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b. During each agenda Item citizens shall be given an opportunity to speak
at the beginning of the agenda item. Citizens should sign the provided
sign-up sheet before speaking.
5. The City Attorney shall provide any member of the Council an oral or written
opinion to decide any question of the law, with the approval of the Council, but
not to decide upon any parliamentary rules; however, the City Attorney may
advise the presiding officer on parliamentary matters.
6. When recognized by the chair a member shall confine discussion to the question
under debate, avoid personalities, and refrain from impugning the motives of any
other member’s argument or vote. No member shall address the chair or
demand the floor while any vote is being taken.
7. No member stopped from voting by personal interest shall remain seated with the
Council during the debate or vote on any such matter.
8. Any member may appeal to the Council from a ruling of the presiding officer. If
the appeal is seconded, the member making the appeal may briefly state the
reason for the same, and the presiding officer may briefly explain the ruling; but
there shall be no debate on the appeal, and no other member shall participate in
the discussion. The presiding officer shall then put the question, “Shall the
decision of the chair be sustained?” If a majority of the voters present vote “Aye”,
the ruling of the chair is sustained; otherwise it is overruled.
9. No member shall be allowed to speak more than once upon any one subject until
every other member choosing to speak thereon shall have spoken. Nor shall a
member speak for a longer time that ten minutes without leave of Council.
10. Every member present when a question is put to vote, shall vote either “YEA” or
“NAY” by raise of hand, unless Council shall, for special reason, excuse a
member from voting. Application to be excused from voting must be made
before votes are called for. The member having briefly stated the reason for the
request, the decision thereon shall be made without debate.
11. Upon demand of any member made before the negative has been put out, the
roll shall be called for yeas and nays upon any question before the Council. It
shall not be in order for members to explain their vote during the roll call.
12. City Councilors occupy positions of public trust. All business transactions of such
officials dealing in any manner with public funds, either directly or indirectly, must
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be subject to the scrutiny of public opinion both as to the legality and to the
propriety of such transactions.
13. When a motion is made and seconded, it shall be stated by the chair before
debate. Any member may demand that it be put in writing. A motion may not be
withdrawn by the mover without the consent of the member seconding it and the
approval of Council.
SECTION 8: BOARD AND COMMISSION APPOINTMENTS
Elections and appointments to city boards and commissions shall be governed by the
following procedure:
1. An open public roster for nominees to appointive positions shall be
maintained at City Hall. Interested citizens may register for any position at
any time during the year.
2. When a vacancy occurs on any board or commission the public shall be
informed of such vacancy along with an explanation of the duties and
functions of the board or commission. All interested citizens shall be
encouraged to register at City Hall before a stated closing date.
3. At the first Council meeting after the stated closing date the City Manager
shall present the names and application packets of all persons who have so
registered to the Council. These persons will be screened by the City
Manager prior to the meeting as to availability to serve.
4. The names so submitted by the City Manager shall be considered as being
placed in nomination. Nominations would be closed at the meeting and
positions would then be voted on.
5. If more than one position is to be filled on a single board or commission, each
Councilor shall cast a ballot containing the same number of votes as there are
vacant positions. The highest vote getters shall be considered appointed
providing they receive the majority of Councilors present and voting. If the
first ballot does not affect the appointment of persons to fill all vacancies, the
Council shall vote again and each Councilor shall cast the same number of
votes as there are remaining positions to be filled. Again, the highest vote
getters equal to the number of positions to be filled shall be appointed
provided each receives a majority vote of the Councilors present and voting.
Voting shall continue in this manner until all vacant positions are filled. At the
discretion of the Council, any vacant position can be re-posted for acceptance
of new applications with appointment to be made at a later meeting.
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SECTION 9: SOCIAL MEDIA
Reserved for future use.
SECTION 10: SUSPENSION OF RULES
These rules may be temporarily suspended upon a determination of two-thirds of
Councilors present that an emergency exists and such suspension is therefore
necessary.
SECTION 11: COUNCIL SUPPORT
Each member should respect the collective decision-making of the Council.
SECTION 12: REPEAL
This resolution repeals and replaces Resolutions No. 3407,3655,3715, and 3860

EXHIBIT A
INVOCATION GUIDELINES
1. Invocations are given at the beginning of regularly scheduled meetings.
2. Scheduling of persons to lead invocations shall be done by the Mayor or such
person as the Mayor may appoint from time to time.
3. Recommendations by individual Council Members for guests to lead invocations
may be submitted to the Mayor.
4. Invocations should be brief. An inspirational, non-partisan selection is
appropriate.
5. Religious and cultural diversity is appreciated.
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RESOLUTION 3882
AMENDING AND RESTATING CITY COUNCIL RULES FOR THE GOVERNMENT OF
ITS MEMBERS AND PROCEEDINGS

Formatted: BC Title, Left

Short Title: Council Rules of Procedure
WHEREAS the Baker City Charter Chapter V, The Council, Section 16 Meetings
requires City Council to adopt written rules for the government of its members and
proceedings.
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED the Baker City Council adopts the following Rules for
the Government of its Members and Proceedings.
SECTION 1: PURPOSE
The general purpose of these Council rules of procedure is to ensure that meetings are
run efficiently and according to simple, democratic principles, and to facilitate progress
while protecting the fundamental rights of the majority rule, as well as the right of the
minority to be heard.
SECTION 2: DEFINITIONS
Terms within this document shall have meanings as follows:
Reserved for future use.
SECTION 3: SCHEDULE
Regular Council meetings shall be held on the second and fourth Tuesdays of each
month as set by Resolution.
SECTION 4: AGENDA
All meetings of Council should have an agenda.
Proposed Agenda Items for Regular Council Meetings: Proposed agenda items shall be
presented to the City Manager before noon on Wednesday before the Tuesday Council
meeting.
Eligible Agenda Items for Regular Council Meetings: The City Manager shall determine
if a proposed agenda item qualifies as an eligible agenda item. Eligible agenda items
shall include a sponsor, preferred meeting for consideration, and brief explanation of the
agenda item. Sponsors include and are limited to the Mayor, a City Councilor, or the
City Manager. The City Manager shall prepare a list of eligible agenda items. The list
shall be provided to Council at the Tuesday Council meeting. The list is reviewed as the
final agenda item before adjournment of the meeting unless Council determines
otherwise. Council should review the list and provide staff instructions as follows:
1. Which future agenda each eligible agenda item is to be included.
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2. What, if any, specific Specific information is as desired for inclusion on the staff
report.
Council recognizes some agenda items are urgent and cannot follow the process
outlined above for proposed and eligible agenda items. The City Manager, Mayor, or
Acting Mayor (when functioning in the position of Acting Mayor and not as Councilor)
have discretion to add Urgent agenda items to any Regular or Special Called Meeting of
City Council.
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particular agenda would not be able to move to remove it
from the agenda and garnish votes to accomplish that.

Agendas for Regular Council Meetings: The agenda shall be distributed to Council and
posted on the city website by Friday afternoon after the previous Tuesday Council
meeting.
Council Packets for Regular Council Meetings: The Council Packet shall be distributed
to Council and posted on the city website by Friday afternoon before the Tuesday
Council meeting.
Agenda Items: All agenda items should have a staff report accompanying the agenda
with a City Manager opinion.
Regular Council Meetings should have at minimum agenda items as follows:
1. The invocation is part of the Council Agenda. It should follow the guidelines set
forth in Exhibit A, attached hereto and by this reference made a part thereof.
2. An agenda item titled “Agenda additions, deletions, modifications” should be
included.
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3. Future agenda items.
SECTION 5: MEETING PROCEDURES
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1. Any meeting of the Council may be continued or adjourned from day-to-day, or
for more than one day, but no adjournment shall be for a longer period than until
the next regular meeting.
2. In case of the absence of the Mayor and the Acting-Mayor of the Council, the
Recorder shall call the Council to order and call the roll of the members. If a
quorum is found to be present the Council shall proceed to elect, by majority vote
of those present, a chair of the meeting, to sit until either the Mayor or ActingMayor of the Council appears.
SECTION 6: MEETINGS BY ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATIONS
1. Meetings by Means of telephone or electronic communication. In an effort to
encourage City Councilors to be physically present at meetings of the City
Council of the City of Baker City, the City Council has determined that an elected
official may not attend a meeting by telephone or electronic communication
except during a time that a declared emergency exists in Baker City as a result of
a State, Federal or Local proclamation.
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a. “Electronic communication” means a teleconference or any other means
that enables identifiable voices or other transmissions (such as Skype,
Google Video, teleconference, etc.) to be received from any location and
enables concurrent ability to communicate with the member who is not
physically present.
b. “Meeting” means the convening of a governing body of a public body for
which a quorum is required in order to make a decision or to deliberate
toward a decision on any matter. “Meeting” does not include any on-site
inspection of any project or program. “Meeting” also does not include the
attendance of members of a governing body at any national, regional or
state association to which the public body or the members belong.
SECTION 7: MEETING MANAGEMENT
1. The presiding officer shall preserve decorum and decide all questions of order,
subject to appeal to Council.
a. During Council meeting, council member shall preserve order and
decorum and shall neither by conversation nor otherwise delay or interrupt
the proceedings nor refuse to obey the orders of the presiding officer or
the rules of the Council. Every councilor desiring to speak shall address
the chair and, upon recognition by the presiding officer, shall confine
comments to the question under debate and shall avoid all personalities
and indecorous language. Every Councilor desiring to question the
administrative staff shall address the question to the City Manager who
shall be entitled either to answer the question themself or so designate
some members of their staff for that purpose. A Councilor once
recognized shall not be interrupted while speaking unless called to order
by the presiding officer, unless a point of order is raised by another
member or unless the speaker chooses to yield questions from another
member. If a Councilor is called to order while speaking the Councilor
shall immediately cease speaking until the question of order is
determined. If ruled to be in order, the Councilor shall be permitted to
proceed. If ruled to not be in order, the Councilor shall remain silent or
shall alter the remarks so as to comply with the rules of the Council. All
members of the Council shall accord the utmost courtesy to each other, to
city employees, and to public members appearing before the Council and
shall refrain at all times from rude or derogatory remarks, reflections as to
integrity, abusive comments, and statements as to motive and
personalities. Councilors shall confine their questions as to the particular
matters before the Council and in debate shall confine their remarks to the
issues before Council.
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b. Public members attending Council meetings shall also observe the same
rules of propriety, decorum, and good conduct applicable to members of
the Council. Unauthorized remarks from the audience, stamping of feet,
whistles, yells and similar demonstrations are not permitted. Every
member of the public desiring to speak shall address the presiding officer,
and upon recognition by the presiding officer, shall confine comments to
the question under debate.
c. If any person refuses to abide by the rules of conduct specified above, and
in the judgement of the presiding officer, the meeting cannot be conducted
effectively and efficiently in the presence of the offending person(s), the
presiding officer, shall inform the person(s) that they are in violation of
Resolution #3407#3882, Section 57, and that they are directed to leave
the council chambers. Further, the presiding officer shall inform the
person(s) that failure to leave the chambers may result in criminal charges
for trespass and that, if necessary, the person(s) will be arrested and
forcibly removed from the chambers by a law enforcement official.
2. Enforcement: The Chief of Police (or his or her representative) shall act as exofficio sergeant-at-arms of the Council when present. The sergeant-at-arms shall
carry out lawful orders and instructions of the presiding officer, strictly for the
purposes of maintaining order and decorum in the Council meeting. Upon
instructions of the presiding officer it shall be the duty of the sergeant-at-arms or
any police officer present to remove from the meeting any person deemed by the
presiding officer to be in violation of Resolution #3407#3882 and subsequently in
violation of a criminal statute.
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3. In accordance with Charter section 22(c) (12), the City Manager or his or her
designee shall ensure that the public’s use of all other city property during
Council meetings is consistent with Resolution #3407#3882 to the extent
necessary to maintain the order and decorum of the Council meeting.
4. Citizen Participation: Each citizen wishing to speak during the meeting shall be
given time to speak based on the following schedule:
Total number of citizens wishing to
speak on sign up sheet.
1-10
11-20
>20

Total minutes allotted per citizen
4
3
2

a. Regardless of topic citizens shall be given the opportunity to speak during
the meeting and are included in an Agenda item entitled “Citizens
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Participation”. Citizens should sign the provided sign-up sheet before
speaking.
b. During each agenda Item citizens shall be given an opportunity to speak
at the beginning of the agenda item. Citizens should sign the provided
sign-up sheet before speaking.
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3.5.
The City Attorney shall provide any member of the Council an oral or
written opinion to decide any question of the law, with the approval of the
Council, but not to decide upon any parliamentary rules; however, the City
Attorney may advise the presiding officer on parliamentary matters.

Formatted: Numbered + Level: 1 + Numbering Style: 1,
2, 3, … + Start at: 1 + Alignment: Left + Aligned at:
0.25" + Indent at: 0.5"

4.6.
When recognized by the chair a member shall confine discussion to the
question under debate, avoid personalities, and refrain from impugning the
motives of any other member’s argument or vote. No member shall address the
chair or demand the floor while any vote is being taken.
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5.7.
No member stopped from voting by personal interest shall remain seated
with the Council during the debate or vote on any such matter.
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6.8.
Any member may appeal to the Council from a ruling of the presiding
officer. If the appeal is seconded, the member making the appeal may briefly
state the reason for the same, and the presiding officer may briefly explain the
ruling; but there shall be no debate on the appeal, and no other member shall
participate in the discussion. The presiding officer shall then put the question,
“Shall the decision of the chair be sustained?” If a majority of the voters present
vote “Aye”, the ruling of the chair is sustained; otherwise it is overruled.
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7.9.
No member shall be allowed to speak more than once upon any one
subject until every other member choosing to speak thereon shall have spoken.
Nor shall a member speak for a longer time that ten minutes without leave of
Council.
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8.10.
Every member present when a question is put to vote, shall vote either
“YEA” or “NAY” by raise of hand, unless Council shall, for special reason, excuse
a member from voting. Application to be excused from voting must be made
before votes are called for. The member having briefly stated the reason for the
request, the decision thereon shall be made without debate.
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9.11.
Upon demand of any member made before the negative has been put out,
the roll shall be called for yeas and nays upon any question before the Council.
It shall not be in order for members to explain their vote during the roll call.
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10.12.
City Councilors occupy positions of public trust. All business transactions
of such officials dealing in any manner with public funds, either directly or
indirectly, must be subject to the scrutiny of public opinion both as to the legality
and to the propriety of such transactions.
11.13.
When a motion is made and seconded, it shall be stated by the chair
before debate. Any member may demand that it be put in writing. A motion may
not be withdrawn by the mover without the consent of the member seconding it
and the approval of Council.
SECTION 8: BOARD AND COMMISSION APPOINTMENTS
Elections and appointments to city boards and commissions shall be governed by the
following procedure:
1. An open public roster for nominees to appointive positions shall be
maintained at City Hall. Interested citizens may register for any position at
any time during the year.
2. When a vacancy occurs on any board or commission the public shall be
informed of such vacancy along with an explanation of the duties and
functions of the particular board or commission. All interested citizens shall
be encouraged to register at City Hall before a stated closing date.
3. At the first Council meeting after the stated closing date the City Manager
shall present the names and application packets of all persons who have so
registered to the Council. These persons will be screened by the City
Manager prior to the meeting as to availability to serve.
4. The names so submitted by the City Manager shall be considered as being
placed in nomination. Nominations would be closed at the meeting and
positions would then be voted on.
5. If more than one position is to be filled on a single board or commission, each
Councilor shall cast a ballot containing the same number of votes as there are
vacant positions. The highest vote getters shall be considered appointed
providing they receive the majority of Councilors present and voting. If the
first ballot does not affect the appointment of persons to fill all vacancies, the
Council shall vote again and each Councilor shall cast the same number of
votes as there are remaining positions to be filled. Again, the highest vote
getters equal to the number of positions to be filled shall be appointed
provided each receives a majority vote of the Councilors present and voting.
Voting shall continue in this manner until all vacant positions are filled. At the
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discretion of the Council, any vacant position can be re-posted for acceptance
of new applications with appointment to be made at a later meeting.
SECTION 9: SOCIAL MEDIA
Reserved for future use.
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SECTION 10: SUSPENSION OF RULES
These rules may be temporarily suspended upon a determination of two-thirds of
Councilors present that an emergency exists and such suspension is therefore
necessary.
11Each member should support the collective decision-making of the Council.
SECTION 1211: REPEAL

Commented [JC5]: What does support mean in this
statement?
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This resolution repeals and replaces Resolutions No. 3407,3655,3715, and 3860
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EXHIBIT A
INVOCATION GUIDELINES
1. Invocations are given at the beginning of regularly scheduled meetings.
2. Scheduling of persons to lead invocations shall be done by the Mayor or such
person as the Mayor may appoint from time to time.
3. Recommendations by individual Council Members for guests to lead invocations
may be submitted to the Mayor.
4. Invocations should be brief. An inspirational, non-partisan selection is
appropriate.
5. Religious and cultural diversity is appreciated.
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