CITY OF
BAKER CITY

On the Historic Oregon Trail.
Established 1864, Incorporated 1874

Weekly Update March 20, 2020

This has been an extremely trying week for all citizens of Baker City and very traumatic for business-
es within the hospitality sector. Most events and meetings have been cancelled at City Hall, and with
the closure of restaurants and bars to in-house consumption, our hospitality industry is grinding to
a halt. The tourism economy in Oregon will be decimated over the next weeks and potentially
months, but we are hopeful that some relief will come from State and Federal sources that will be of
aid to these critical businesses in our community. It is important for all of us to keep washing our
hands, maintaining our social distancing and staying away from large crowds in order to avoid a to-
tal business shutdown.

I believe that together we will be able to weather this event. Local people have stepped up and are
ordering take out food and buying gift cards for future use. This is a great time to do some pre-
Christmas shopping if you have the means.

We have some nice weather for the weekend. Get out and enjoy the sunshine and keep your distance
from everyone. And don't forget to wash your hands!

|| City Hall Update

During the COVID-19 pandemic, Baker City Hall is still open to the public, however we are monitor-
ing and adjusting on an hourly basis.

To allow us to best serve you, we are urging our customers to please do
business through phone or email whenever possible.

Public Works: 541-524-2047 City Manager: 541-524-2040
Human Resources: 541-524-2036 City Recorder: 541-524-2033
Building Department: 541-524-2054 Press 1 for Inspections

Press 2 for Dawn Kitzmiller
Email: Permits@bakercity.com

Finance/Water Department: 541-523-6541

You can pay your water/utility bill by
phone or by using our locked drop box
by the front door!
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Building Department:

Permits Inspections Permits Issued Inspections
Issued City City County County
Building 5 11 1 10
Manufactured Dwelling 0 0 0 0
Electrical 7 8 7 11
Mechanical 2 0 2 4
Plumbing 5 1 0 0
Fence 3 NA N/A N/A
TOTAL 22 20 10 25
RESIDENTIAL PERMITS: HISTORIC DESIGN REVIEW:
e 1330 Hughes Lane, Baker City—New residence Next regularly scheduled meeting is
e 630 Broadway Street, Baker City—Deck alteration/repair April 15 2020**, at 8:00 a.m. in the
e 1545 3rd Street, Haines—Remodel Building Department.
COMMERCIAL PERMITS: . . .
e 2005 Was_hington Avenue, quer City—Commercial (_jemolition ;;lfynxle];lf[ri;h:;2\?\}:;3:;%2?2 \;\Q_"
3 zr1a7i?SWash|ngton Street, Huntington—ADA wheelchair ramp and ceived. Please check with the Build-
o 2170 Main Street, Baker City—Truss repairs ing Department for specifics.

Utilities

& Eight customers signed up for new water/wastewater service and four customers disconnected
service from March 13t thru March 19t. This includes all service changes.

& Zone 6 was billed March 17t and included 478 residential and 56 commercial accounts. Of those
accounts 119 (22%) are signed up for direct payment and 47 (9%) are signed up for ebilling.

& Zone 3 was billed today and included 498 residential and 52 commercial accounts. Of those ac-
counts 114 (21%) are signed up for direct payment and 39 (7%) are signed up for ebilling.

LID Billings

LIDs are billed every six months over a twenty year period. Interest is charged at the Local Govern-
ment Investment Pool Rate plus 1% which is currently an annual rate of 3.36%. These LIDs can be
paid off at any time with interest charged through the payoff date.

* One 2007 G Street Wastewater Extension LID was billed March 19th. The original assess-
ment in 2007 included one property owner for a total of $69,541. The remaining balance
outstanding is $28,284 including interest.
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“The mission of the Baker (
actively promote the safet

POLICE DEPARTMENT

& During this past week, BCPD opened 35 new cases. In two separate incidents, arrests
were made of suspects who had been involved in a fight with another individual, creating a
disturbance. In both incidents, substance abuse was noted to have contributed to the behavior of
the individuals arrested.

3 BCPD received and investigated a report of the theft of two
bicycles taken from an out-of-town visitor’s vehicle while
parked in the private parking lot behind the Geiser Grand. If
you have any information regarding this case, please contact
Officer Lance Woodward at Iwoodward@bakercity.com or by
calling 541-524-2014 ex. 610. Please see the attached
description/pictures for more information.

& As the situation with the COVID-19 crisis continues to evolve
day-by-day and sometimes, hour-by-hour, we would like to
reassure the public that we are still here answering calls for
service.

= BCPD personnel will be limiting in-person contact, instead
taking routine calls over the phone whenever possible. We
are available to respond to emergencies as needed.

= The front office remains open at this time; however, car seat appointments are not being
scheduled until further notice.

= Itis also strongly recommended that people wishing to pick up evidence, first call the office
at 541-524-2014 to make an appointment with the evidence technician.

= Up-to-date information, including local recommendations, concerning COVID-19 can be
found on the Baker County Health Department's website at the following link: https://
www.bakercounty.org/health/health.html. Thank you.

& BCPD personnel participated in several briefing trainings, including a review of various officer
safety topics.

The City of Baker City is seeking volunteers for the following:

Public Arts Commission—1 positions available
Historic District Design Review Commission—2 positions available
Budget Board—1 position available

Positions are for a 3-year term. Anyone interested in volunteering should visit www.bakercity.com to fill out
a volunteer form. You may also email admin@bakercity.com or call 524-2033 for more information.

The direct link to the volunteer form page is: : ity. Boards-Commissions
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The mission of the Baker City Fire Department is to provide
dependable and efficient emergency services.

City of Baker City

FIRE DEPARTMENT
During the week of March 10th through March 16th the Fire Department responded to a

total of <3() emergency alarms.

AMBULANCE Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the Fire
OPERATIONS _

City Calls 21 Department is POSTPONING the free blood
Rural Calls 5 pressure readings at the Senior Center every
Patient Transported 18 Tuesday, at 11 am.

No Patient Trip 8

We will resume once social distancing is not

TOTAL MEDIC 26

W

required.

Airport Transfers 3
Out of Town Transfers 0
Accepted

Out of Town Transfers 1
Not Accepted

Motor Vehicle Accidents
TRAINING/MAINTENANCE/ FIRE PREVENTION

INSPECTIONS/ COMMUNITY EVENTS

* 42 hrs of Station & Equipment Maintenance
* 18 hrs of Fire Training

* 8 hrs of Community Events

e 22 Burn Permits Issued

Doubles (2 calls at once)
Triples (3 calls at once)

Quads (4 calls at once)

~ O O N O

Public Assist

EMERGENCY FIRE REPORTS
CALL BACKS General Alarms 0
R Ve el (SR © Dispatched Alarms 4
Arrived for Cover 5 TOTAL FIRE 2
RESPONSES
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Public Works: Shop

Left: When the engine shut down, we
towed this rig, ran some diagnostics, and
reset the inertia switch.

Right: This truck had a bad battery cable.
We replaced it and this rig is back in ser-
vice.

Left: We replaced the O2 sensor, but then
discovered that the cam sensor was not
working. Parts have been ordered.

Right: We are replacing the Fuel Injector
Control Module.

Left: This rig is the newest addition to the
BCPW Fleet. We are prepping it so it can
pull our equipment trailer.

Right: We replaced the air compressor in
this rig. Itis back in service.

Public Works: Wastewater Department

In preparation for the CIPP crew to perform lining
work next week, Karl performed “surgery” on the
interior of a manhole. For safety a tripod and a
gas detector was used during the work.

Before (right, above) and after (right, below)
showing the top of the terra cotta pipe which had
to be cut away so that the liner that will be in-
stalled won’t block the flow coming down the lat-
eral shown in the corner of the manhole.
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Public Works: Wastewater Department continued

Left: Karl and Jake used the push cam to inspect
a wastewater lateral for a professional drain
cleaner who was assisting an owner on Campbell.

The monitor showed that the inside of the lateral
was badly deformed and will completely fail in
the future. A repair estimate has been prepared
for the homeowner.

A call was received from a homeowner on 8th Drive describing that in the pro-
cess of working in a manhole that was located in the backyard, the fence was left
in a way such that her dog could escape. To prevent the dog from escaping, a
small section of fence was temporarily installed. A permanent repair on the
fence will be performed after all the lining work is complete.

Public Works: Parks Department

A Kubota skid-steer was rented to auger holes for play-
ground equipment at South Baker park. Tommy and Kris
performed the work.

Baker City Parks & Playgrounds cares about our commu-
nity. Nothing makes us feel as good as fresh air and sun-
shine. Our parks contractor, Grass Master, Inc., is work-
ing to disinfect playground equipment, tables, and struc-
tures on a regular basis. We remind

you to practice social distancing and

stay home if you or your children are

not feeling well. Support our local

businesses and be kind to each other!
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Public Works: Street Department

During the COVID-19 pandemic, special pick-up locations have tempo-
rarily been set up at several restaurants throughout Baker City.

Locations are designated by two traffic cones and a street barricade
with sign attached.

Public Works: Water Department

As spring approaches, water turbidity comes into
play. Itis important that the water treatment op-
erator has quick and safe access into the water di-
version structures. He will need to adjust flows
from different sources as needed to provide clear
and safe drinking water to residents.

Blain took the CAT grader up Elk Creek Road to
plow snow. This enabled Scott to haul the snow-
mobiles up to a safe turnaround spot so he can
access the Elk Creek settling tank and the Elk
Creek diversion.

Progress on the Court Street water line project is going well and is ahead of
schedule. Justin, Blain, Brian and Nate are performing the installation work.
Nearly all of the 8” ductile iron pipe will be in place this week.

The Baker County Road Department assisted on the
project by using the asphalt grinder they recently pur-
chased from ODOT. They used it to grind the asphalt
from the trench line.

Due to a mechanical
problem, the remainder
of the trench was jack-
hammered and cut by
saw.

In addition to grinding asphalt, the Road Department
Is assisting Public Works through the use of their skid-
steer loader.
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Public Works: Water Department continued

When working within the curb lines on a narrow street such as
Court Street, it is very useful to be able to utilize a super maneu-
verable piece of equipment such as this skid-steer.

Scott, Tommy and Riley used the Vactor truck to
hydro-excavate on the north side of the water res-
ervoir to access two water valves and install valve
covers.

Dennis and Tom met with a well inspector from the Water Re-
sources Department to begin the process for decommissioning
the 50 foot +/- deep well in preparation for the planned Sim-
plot development on Settler’s Loop.

PLANNING COMMISSION PUBLIC HEARING

The Baker City Planning Commission is scheduled to hold a public hearing at 6:00 p.m. on Wednes-
day, March 25t, 2020. Due to COVID-19, the Planning Commission will be conducting
the meeting via teleconference to only discuss postponing the hearing. Staff has recom-
mended postponing this hearing until May 27, 2020. The date and time of the continuance
will be announced on the Baker City Website and in the Baker City Herald newspaper.

Please see the attached flier for detailed information regarding these revisions. Copies of the staff
report and all materials are available for inspection at the Baker County Courthouse at 1995 3rd
Street. All materials can be viewed for no cost, or provided at a reasonable cost. Digital versions can
be e-mailed for free or are available online at http://bakercity.com/2157/Planning-Department. If
you have additional questions, please contact the Planning Department.

APPLICATIONS

* A new home was approved at 795 Scenic Vista Lane in the Residential Low-Density (R-LD) Zone.

* An attached garage was approved at 3495 9t Street in the Residential Medium-Density (R-MD)
Zone.

* An accessory structure was approved at 3100 Auburn Avenue in the General Industrial (1) Zone.
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