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call in a professional. Hire someone who is 
bonded, licensed, and insured in Oregon. Take 
your time and select a company you know is 
reputable. Look for a certified arborist, someone 
who has passed the International Society of 

Arboriculture (ISA) certification exam. You can find a local 
certified arborist by visiting: www.treesaregood.com or 
www.pnwisa.org.  

When choosing an arborist, be aware a good one rarely 
recommends topping and will be able to explain why it is no 
longer an accepted method of proper pruning. In addition, a 
good arborist will not climb your trees using spikes or spurs as 
these tools open wounds that provide a pathway for disease and 
insects to potentially weaken or kill your tree. 

Resources  
Additional tree care information is available from your local 
Oregon State University Extension office, professional 
arborists, and a variety of online resources. In addition, be 
sure to check with your local government for permits or 
requirements related to trees that may need to be followed in 
your community. 

In addition to information about hiring a certified arborist, 
the ISA Pacific Northwest Chapter, www.pnwisa.org, 
contains information on landscape tree care and hazard tree 
prevention. 

The Arbor Day Foundation, www.arborday.org, also 
offers tree planting and care information for homeowners. 

Learn more about urban and community forestry in  
Oregon by visiting Oregon Community Trees at: 
www.oregoncommunitytrees.org. 
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The right way to plant a tree  
A few questions to ask yourself BEFORE planting a tree. 

What functions will the tree serve? Do you want shade, a 
windbreak, a screen, or fall color? The answers to these 
questions will determine your species of choice. 

What is the soil like? Sand or clay; poorly drained or well-
drained? Good quality soil that is uncompacted and well-
drained, with access to an adequate water supply, will 
promote healthy tree growth. 
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and roots to grow? Make sure there are no utility wires or 
other obstructions underground or overhead that may 
interfere with the tree as it grows.  

Proper tree care  

Proper tree care can often be a mystery. Plant a tree and nature 
will take care of the rest, right? Not necessarily.  

The trees in our yards, neighborhoods, 
and cities are a valuable asset, and 
they require our help to keep 
healthy. Trees contribute to the 
quality of our lives by cleaning 
our air, cooling and shading our 
homes, and increasing property 
values and the attractiveness of 
a community. Proper tree care is 
important because trees are an 
investment in the value of your 
home and the livability of your 
neighborhood.  

This guide will provide you with techniques 
on how to properly plant, prune, and care for your 
trees, so that your trees are healthy and keep working for you.  
 
How to have the best looking trees in your 
neighborhood  

Practice right tree, right place. Select tree species with 
growth characteristics that match the planting space and site 
conditions. For example, because of their height, tall trees 
like a Douglas-fir should not be planted under powerlines. 

Mulch your trees. Mulching helps keep soil moist and 
provides a protective barrier about the base of a tree. Apply 
mulch several inches thick and extending out several feet 
from the tree, keeping it away from the trunk itself.   

Give your trees a drink! Newly planted trees and even 
established trees need water regularly during drought 
conditions. 

Keep lawn care equipment away from trees. Injury to a 
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Leave roots alone. Roots support, anchor, supply water and 
nutrients, and store energy for a tree. Damage to tree roots is 
a common cause of tree death in urban areas. 

Make correct pruning cuts. Prune according to national 
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health, thus benefiting you! Remember to never top your 
trees! 

Proper planting steps  
1. Find the point where the top-most root emerges from 
the trunk . Remove soil from the top of the root ball so that 
the top-most root emerging from the trunk is at the surface. 

2. Dig a shallow planting hole as wide as possible. Dig the 
hole slightly shallower than the depth of the top-most root 
and twice the diameter of the root ball. 

3. Slide the tree into the planting hole and remove 
synthetic material. Carefully slide the tree in the hole with 
the top most root 1-2 inches above the landscape soil. 
Materials used to transport the tree including twine, burlap, 
and a basket or container should be removed �± unless doing 
so will void a warranty.   

4. Backfill the hole and add mulch. Before backfilling, 
straighten the tree in the planting hole. Backfill the soil into 
the planting hole breaking up soil clumps. Apply a ring of 
mulch 2-4 inches deep 
extending 2 feet out 
from the base of the 
tree. Keep mulch 
slightly away from 
the trunk. Water your 
tree once planted. 

5. Stake and prune the tree, if necessary. Staking may be 
needed to hold roots firmly in the soil especially if you live in 
a windy environment. Stake the tree until the roots are 
established, but no longer than one growing season. Light 
pruning may also be needed to remove broken or dead 
branches from the tree.  
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